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	 		Shakespeare Now: Villain Villain!

				
			
	
				Enter a world of conspiracy and intrigue; rebellion and revenge; treachery and deceit.


This year’s YT show is a unique theatrical experience which propels the audience into a gripping journey around some of Shakespeare’s most dangerous characters and those who aim to defeat them.

Vibrant and haunting, Villain Villain! is an intoxicating blend of unforgettable Shakesperean moments performed with dynamic energy.

Theatrical storytelling at its finest.

1066 Youth Theatre is a project for young people aged 14-19. Using physical theatre and innovative theatrical techniques, participants build new skills and develop their creative voice over a two week rehearsal period for this project. The directing team includes Mountview Drama School trained directors and Royal Shakespeare Company educational specialists.

Directed by Niall Whitehead and Barbara Ward
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	 		Blue Blood Or How To Kill Your Way To The Top

				
			
	
				Allow outcast Gabriel Jones to introduce you to the eccentric and despicable members of the wealthy and illustrious Gascoyne family – his family. Witness Gabriel’s scandalous adventures and murderous revenge as he indulges himself in the most ruthless style of social climbing.


★★★★★“Without a doubt, one of the strongest shows I have seen in a long while. Richly intoxicating and darkly amusing; Blue Blood is a classic ‘eat the rich’ theatrical delight.” Emily Schofield, Lost in Theatreland.

An enthralling new play based on the classic novel that inspired the beloved Ealing comedy Kind Hearts and Coronets.

Blue Blood or How to Kill Your Way to the Top returns to The Stables after a sell-out show in the summer of 2023.




		
		
		
			Share This:

				

												
					
	

												
					
	

												
					
	

												
					
	

												
					
	

												
					
	

												
					
	

												
					
	

												
					
	

												
					
	

												
					
	

												
					
	

												
					
	

												
					
	

												
					
	

												
					
	

												
					
	

												
					


			

		

				
			


			


		

			
				
		

	 		Benched

				
			
	
				Written by Tink Flaherty



Since 2018, Tink has been taking their bench out to public locations across the country and inviting strangers to sit with them, in a quest to find authentic forms of connection.


Benched is a unique exploration of human relationships – the formative and defining ones with those close to us, and the incidental meetings with strangers that stop us in our tracks. Through their unique style of transgentle storytelling, Tink demonstrates the radical and transformative power of offering undivided attention.

Prepare for a tender, spontaneous and uncompromising insight into Tink’s world, told through mementos, stories and improvised exchanges.

Benched is programmed by Home Live Art for Trans Pride Hastings.
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	 		Becoming Tosca

				
			
	
				Under 16’s – Free (book through the box office)

 

Following rave reviews of their inaugural production Becoming Carmen, a new team of stellar cast and creatives present a piece of musical drama you will not want to miss.


Have you ever seen a show and wondered about a character’s backstory and what brought them to the point at which the action starts? So have we. Hastings’ new opera theatre company present a prologue to Puccini’s famous opera, Tosca.Becoming Tosca is an innovative and unique piece of drama, illuminating the  earlier lives of the well-known characters and propelling the audience into their world. Every song and every word of dialogue in the Prologue brings us new insights into their backgrounds and choices.

Catholicism and the appeal of dictatorship are never far from the surface in Puccini’s Tosca. Can revolution or religion change human nature? Can art be the agent of either or does it merely passively record the process? Becoming Tosca relocates the action to an unspecific Latin American setting in the second half of the 20th century; a nation founded on Jesuit colonisation, where religion now jostles with the politics of capitalism and self-interest. It is a society dominated by the struggle to exchange poverty for influence, still seeking solutions to all-pervasive inequalities and oppressions. Does the church love repentance or does it prefer punishment? Is brutality a necessary weapon to control a turbulent population? Even now, we do not have answers and until we do, these questions must continue to be examined.

An evening of revolution, romance and tragedy, combining newly composed music with a tango flavour and an abridged version of Puccini’s sumptuous score,will entertain you from the opening chords to the dramatic finale, challenging your preconception of both the original piece and the art form of opera itself.

Cast & Creatives

Tosca – Anna Sideris 

Scarpia – Brendan Collins

Cavaradossi – Anthony Flaum

Spoletta – Jonathan Cooke

Angelotti – Harry Gentry

Director, Script & Translation – Christopher Cowell

Designer – Viva Halton Wright

Stage Management – Jane Richardson

Lighting Designer – Jon Richardson

Composer – Frank Moon
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	 		Betty Blue Eyes

				
			
	
				Prepare for a whimsical journey at the Stables Theatre in Hastings as “Betty Blue Eyes” takes centre stage.



This delightful musical, set in post-war Britain, unfolds the comedic tale of a small town’s uproar when a pig named Betty becomes the focal point of a royal event. Featuring an array of local talent, the production promises an evening of laughter and charm. Based on the screenplay ‘A Private Function’ by Alan Benett and with a score that captures the essence of the 1940s, the show transports audiences to an era of witty humour and infectious tunes. Join us for an unforgettable performance, where unexpected twists and toe-tapping melodies collide in this enchanting rendition of “Betty Blue Eyes” at the Stables Theatre – a theatrical delight not to be missed!
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	 		The Silence Of Snow: The Life Of Patrick Hamilton

				
			
	
				Written and performed by Mark Farrelly.


Directed by Linda Marlowe.

 

Mark Farrelly (Quentin Crisp: Naked Hope, Howerd’s End, Jarman) presents his riveting, kinetic solo show portraying one of the great English writers of the inter-war years. Patrick Hamilton was a dazzling success in his twenties, producing hit plays Rope (filmed by Hitchcock), Gaslight (which gave us the modern term ‘gaslighting’), and classic novels Hangover Square and The Slaves of Solitude. But Hamilton was also an alcoholic, whose wit darkened as his inner and outer worlds collapsed.






Covering the entire sweep of Hamilton’s thrilling life and writing,The Silence of Snow entertains and challenges, asking: why do so many of us get through life without feeling we ever truly knew another person?

Running time: 70 mins no interval

WINNER: Best Solo Play, London Pun Theatres Awards 2023

★★★★ “Farrelly’s performance is electric”What’s On Stage

★★★★ “Master of the monologue Mark Farrelly intriguingly deploys his many skills and all his talents”Broadway Baby

★★★★ “Farrelly’s achievement is to portray a life so lacking in personal happiness so entertainingly”British Theatre Guide

★★★★ “The masterful Farrelly doesn’t so much play as inhabit the role of Hamilton…he holds us spellbound”Theatre Things

★★★★ “Wonderful passion and charisma…a complete embodiment of a complex character”Exeunt

★★★★ “Horrifyingly funny snapshot of the wit, novelist and playwright…brilliant”TheSpectator

★★★★ “Farrelly’s revelatory autopsy of a cauterised heart of darkness is intimidatingly implosive: stand well close”The Reviews Hub

★★★★ “Farrelly’s performance is a tour de force, and his talent is clear”Everything Theatre

★★★★“A complex and witty portrait”London Theatre 1

★★★★ 1/2 “The single best performance from an actor I’ve seen all year”London Pub Theatres,Standing Ovation Nomination

★★★★★ “An outstanding piece that crams so much emotion and sheer acting skill into the hour”Weekend Notes

★★★★★ “Phenomenal. What a performance!”Sardines Magazine

★★★★★ “Unmissable! An extraordinary, beyond accomplished piece of writing, performed faultlessly. This is a spellbinding event”Everything Theatre
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	 		The Miss Firecracker Contest

				
			
	
				Written by Beth Henley.

 

In the play the young heroine Carnelle, having grown up with abandonment issues and living with a checkered past,  she longs for acceptance. 





She thinks that winning a local beauty contest will restore her soiled reputation and make her into somebody in the small Mississippi town where she lives.  Family and friends who try to help her along the way are a dysfunctional bunch who tackle life in their own peculiar ways. A former beauty queen cousin, Elain, comes to offer advice but also to run away from her husband and children. Elain’s brother, Delmount, has come home from a mental institution to sell the family home and provide Carnelle another way out of her unhappy life. Carnelle’s seamstress, sweet and strange Popeye, also enters into the chaos to offer advice, but falls in love with Delmount. What Carnelle and the others learn from the chaos they create, is that fulfillment of one’s hopes and dreams comes about if one is truly willing to accept oneself for who they are.
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	 		Murder Of My Aunt

				
			
	
				Written by Peter Eyre.

Directed by Lyndsey Meer.



Murder of my Aunt, a Black Comedy




“Murder? I say Edward, isn’t that a little extreme?”

For the past eight years, Edward Powell has lived alone with his aunt in her secluded cottage in Wales, having moved there after the death of his parents. It is a lonely existence and they spend much of their time in a constant battle for supremacy over their daily lives, which he faithfully records in his diary.

Until one day he decides that enough is enough and he will end the conflict by killing her off.

But how to do the deed?

This is the story of Edward’s increasingly desperate attempts to pull of the perfect murder as he embarks on his plan to knock off his Aunt with the help of his hapless friend Innes.

A comic tale of poisoning, electrocution and carefully arranged accidents, culminating in an unexpected conclusion. The Murder of My Aunt is a play in two Acts, featuring a cast of six.
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		BOX OFFICE OPENING TIMES

 

Our team of volunteers staff the Box Office during the following times:



Monday to Saturday:           10:30am - 1pm 

Sunday:                                                Closed

Show Nights:                         6pm – 7:30pm



We will also be open 1hr before matinee performances.



Telephone Bookings can be made during these times on 01424-423221 
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			Scan QR Code or click HERE to join our mailing list for all the latest from The Stables Theatre.



		
	
	








			
		

